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Better Bobst basement opens 
Improvements include wireless Internet and private study rooms 

By: Maggie Poertner 

Posted: 9/15/04 

After a $15 million summer renovation, Bobst Library's underground levels have attracted flocks of 
students and rave reviews.  
 
The overhaul, Bobst's first since it opened in 1973, is the first in a series of floor-by-floor renovations, 
and added conference rooms, a snack area, classroom space, a refurbished reference desk and individual 
study rooms.  
 
"It's all very user-friendly now," CAS senior Candy Paulino said. "It makes you want to go to the 
library."  
 
The renovated floors, which opened Monday, are the result of input from a number of sources, including 
student government and individual students.  
 
Well-lit wood paneling replaced the old, garish walls in the A- and B-levels, now renamed Brine Library 
Commons, which are completely equipped with wireless Internet. The former A- and B-levels are now 
called lower levels 2 and 1, respectively.  
 
Lower level 1 features a yet-to-be-opened snack bar with a spacious seating area and computer labs with 
new computers, though not all are working yet.  
 
Group study areas line the walls, and are furnished with new tables and comfortable chairs.  
 
Lower level 2 is stacked with individual, glass-enclosed study booths that sit in the middle of the floor. 
There are also more group study areas and refurbished research rooms.  
 
"We really wanted to have every possible way to work available to the students," Libraries Dean Carol 
Mandel said.  
 
The new space opened Sept. 13, and students have already begun to take advantage of everything the 
new spaces have to offer.  
 
"Before, I'd just go to the library and want to sleep," CAS senior Sam Wu said. "Now it is more open 
and airy, and I really like the conference rooms."  
 
A survey sent to all students last year quizzed them on their study habits, Mandel said. The student 
government was also a vital part in the planning, and student focus groups took tours through the library, 
Student Senators Council chair Javier Martinez said.  
 
"Really, the space wouldn't be the same without all the student input we received," Mandel said. "It was
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wonderful."  
 
The rest of the building will eventually reflect the current changes.  
 
The bulk of the summer renovations, which would normally take eight months during the year, took 
only two, Mandel said, but not everything's completely finished yet.  
 
Tisch senior Keith Walters, who works in the library, helped with the work over the summer.  
"It took a lot of work to get all the computers set up on the floors and we're still not completely done," 
Walters said. Work will continue into January.  
 
As the library renovations begin to slow down, Mandel said she would like students to voice their 
opinions on what could be improved or changed, not just in the new spaces, but everywhere in the 
library, too. Visit www.library.nyu.edu/renovation for the most up-to-date information on the work and 
to send in comments or suggestions. €¢ 
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