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current plans to change the SirsiDynix name. "We do not expect our customers to see any difference in our services," Miles added, noting that the 
deal is expected to become final in mid-January following a regulatory review. 

 

For San Francisco-based Vista, the acquisition is its first investment the library market. Vista founder and managing principal Robert Smith 
described Vista as "long-term investors in technology companies committed to market leadership," and said he was excited about working with 
SirsiDynix because it is "clearly the market leader, with a suite of mission-critical software solutions." While SirsiDynix's Miles said little would 
change with the deal, on his Coffee/Code blog, Dan Scott, systems librarian for Laurentian University, Sudbury, ON, warned that the merger 
could lead to "increased fees for service and annual support, the phasing out of the Unicorn system, even another potential merger or acquisition 
in 2008." 

 

Marshall Breeding, director for innovative technologies and research for the Jean and Alexander Heard Library at Vanderbilt University and author 
of LJ's annual automation marketplace article, said SirsiDynix wasn't on the block because its owners, Seaport Capitol, weren't making profits. 
Rather, their investment had hit its time horizon. Vista, he said, has a longer time horizon, and thus approaches the purchase from the belief that it 
can ultimately build a company of higher value, without needing to raise prices in the short term beyond the increases that would have occurred 
anyway. "While the company's Horizon and Unicorn systems are due to merge in the long-term, the company isn't going to develop two parallel 
products forever—both have such large customer bases that abrupt change would cost them customers," he told the LJ Academic Newswire. "But 
the ILS isn't the most important piece of the pie," Breeding added, pointing to the company's challenge in helping libraries manage electronic 
content, "and SirsiDynix is weak on that front now." While he didn't predict that Vista would go out and purchase another ILS vendor, "there may 
be other synergies, such as buying a related company." 
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SUNY Librarians Launch Campaign for Pay Equity 

 

Librarians in the State University of New York (SUNY) system have begun a campaign to win pay equity with classroom faculty on campuses 
throughout the state, unanimously passing a resolution and issuing a six-page report written by an ad hoc committee of the SUNY Librarians 
Association (SUNYLA). With the union representing librarians, United University Professions, gearing up for new contract negotiations, the 
resolution calls for "equality to be its goal, including equal contract year obligations, equal compensation, and the option of equal professorial 
titles." The resolution was passed on to SUNY chancellor John Ryan, who, while praising the efforts of SUNY librarians, said that the Taylor Law 
forbade him from commenting directly on the librarians' pitch outside of the official negotiating process. The report was shared with the LJ 
Academic Newswire by Ron Foster, assistant librarian at the SUNY Institute of Technology (Utica, NY) who chaired the ad hoc committee that 
drafted the resolution. 

 

Librarians have enjoyed faculty status on SUNY campuses for decades, but the differences between librarians and "classroom faculty" are stark. 
Faculty members, for example, have ten-month contracts while library faculty members have 12-month "calendar year" obligations. In terms of 
salary, the average SUNY librarian in 2006 earned $55,595, while professors and instructors averaged $61,413, a difference of $5818. With 
negotiations between librarians and the university pending, the rhetoric has been constructive and measured thus far. SUNY librarians, 
meanwhile, have resolved to "remain actively engaged" with the issue. 
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As New Year Dawns, Academic Library Construction Booming 

 

It's not quite a New Year's baby, but close enough. On December 22, 2006, construction crews poured the concrete for what will be Utah Valley 
State College's (UVSC) new addition to the family—a $48 million, 190,000 square-foot library that will more than double the size of current 
building, as well as offer 40 group study rooms, an extended hours area, and a café. The UVSC library, in Orem, is expected to be finished in the 
spring of 2008; according to library and university administrators, it's the anchor of a plan to turn a college into a university. Indeed, the library 
plans are representative of a larger trend in academic libraries. At the turn of the century, many administrators wondered if the campus library 
would remain relevant. With a slew of academic library projects like UVSC's now underway, it's clear that campus libraries will not only remain 
relevant, but are even more vital spaces, places not only to house resources, but for active interaction and instruction. 

 

At the Library Journal Design Institute, held last month in Queens, those at one breakout session focused on remodeling a Graduate School of 
Business library at Purdue University. As with so many brewing library projects, that plan that will remove racks of printed materials and re-
imagine the space with more flexible seating, group instruction rooms, and computers for delivery of electronic materials. Two of the nation's 
largest library projects are also proceeding, with California State University, Fresno's $91 million library already under construction, and 
construction set to begin on Ohio State University's (OSU) massive $108 million expansion and renovation in Columbus. OSU director Joe Branin 
last week confirmed that construction bids were out to firms, and that the project will soon be fully underway. "We have come a long way in this 
large and complex project, from feasibility, to design, to construction documents, to relocation of all staff, collections, and services," Branin noted. 
If all continues according plan, the new library—another milestone in the next incarnation of the academic library—should be open by the summer 
of 2009. 
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Purdue Plans $2.7 Million Project for Special Collections 
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