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A section of the new Digital Learning Center at UVSC. Photographed on Thursday, July 12, 2007.

Monday, 16 July 2007 

Digital Learning Center on time, budget 
BRITTANI LUSK - Daily Herald    
IT'S BEEN 10 MONTHS SINCE UTAH Valley State College broke ground on the new Digital Learning Center, and 
the five-story building is coming along on time and within budget. 

"It's still on budget. It's still on schedule," said Jim Michaelis, UVSC's vice president of facilities. "It's going very well." 

The new library will be 190,000 square feet. There will be more than 100 public computers, 40 group study rooms, a 
café and a bridge to the Liberal Arts building. 

The building will cost $48 million, most which was appropriated by the Legislature last March.  

Brian McBeth, project manager, said crews started brick work on the building Wednesday. Interior framing has been 
going on for a month or more, and crews have made progress on electrical work inside. 

The new building will look a lot like the rest of the UVSC campus, but it will be slightly different. 
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"If you were to look at it, it would be in the same family of the rest of campus," McBeth said.  

The brick will be same color as the other brick on campus, but the exterior aluminum will be different. 

The new library is slated to open in July 2008, right as the school changes its name to Utah Valley University, and the 
new building is considered important for the transition. 

Cameron Martin, head of the school's transition task force, said the new library is essential to university status. 

"The library is the nerve center of the campus. It is the hub of information in and out," he said.  

The current library has only 35,000 square feet of space and only four study rooms. There's also a walkway through 
it. 

"We were definitely lacking," Martin said. "It's just not an environment that's conducive to learning." 

Martin said they knew the space was inadequate and worked to change it. 

The new building will not only give students more access to books and periodicals, but also to digital databases. 

Michael Freeman, UVSC's library director, said there will be more than double the computers in the new library. 
There will also be more multimedia work space. There will be three computer labs, including a Mac lab. There will 
even be a family computer lab for students with children. Freeman said the room will have things for children to do 
like watch movies and read books. He said the new university wants to help students with children. 

"It's a way that they can work there, and so we've incorporated that into the building," Freeman said.  

The archives and special collections will triple in size. Freeman also said the library will be a great place to just hang 
out. 

"It's just going to be a wonderful place. It's going to pull students into this place," Freeman said. Freeman said from 
the fourth and fifth floors students will be able to see Utah Lake from one side and the Wasatch Front from the other.  

Construction isn't over for the campus when the library is finished, however. Michaelis said the school will ask for 
funds to expand the Pope Science Building next legislative session. The current library will be converted to space for 
student services. 

Brittani Lusk can be reached at 344-2549 or at blusk@heraldextra.com.  

This story appeared in The Daily Herald on page A1. 
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dailyherald Jul 16 2007 07:13:10 
IT'S BEEN 10 MONTHS SINCE UTAH Valley State College broke ground on the new Digital 
Learning Center, and the five-story building is coming along on time and within budget. 
"It's still on budget. It's still on schedule," said Jim Michaelis, UVSC's vice president of 
facilities. 
 
Read more... 
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pilotgoose Jul 16 2007 11:40:22 
On time, on budget. Those two just don't go together with UVSC. 
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